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Carol Carlson, Linda Fehlen, 

Nancy Brooks, Debbie Everts, 

Jim Jacobs 

 
 

Greetings VMC Members, 
We now have our own logo. A special thank you to 

Bob Burger for giving of his time and artistic energy 

to create this simple and clean design. Thank you 

to Audrey Denton from Human Services Council 

and Darin Dingman for their submissions to the 

logo challenge. Our new logo will be printed on our 

T-shirts and ID badges.  

Thank you to Carol Carlson for her time and 

creative writing to bring us this newsletter. 

Our group has been very busy since our last 

newsletter in October. Here’s a recap of some of 

our activities. 

October 30th, Gene Garwood, and Jim Jacobs came 

to Human Services Council 

to fill one hundred 72 Hour 

Emergency packs with 

survival essentials.  This 

project was a fund raiser 

for VMC Staff T-shirts. A 

total of $600.00 earned toward this goal.  

November 20th, June Isaacson Kailes spoke on 

“Disability Disaster 

Specific Issues” or “how 

are the needs of the 

disabled addressed in 

disaster response?”  The 

program, held at the 

Water Resources 

Education Center, was 

sponsored by CRESA. 

VMC members staffed the welcome desk.   

Upcoming Trainings and Events 
July 8th: VMC Orientation  

Gain a better understanding of the VMC, its purpose 

and how we serve Clark County. Training requirements 

will be reviewed. Each member will receive a training 

schedule and manual. Emergency Worker form will be 

completed and a photograph will be taken. Please 

register by 7/6/09. 

July 14th Station Training 

Review, practice changes to flow of spontaneous 

volunteers and registration papers. Potluck from 5:30 to 

6:00 pm. Training starts at 6 pm. Doors open at 5:15 

pm. Photos will be taken for ID badges. Please register 

by 7/13/09. 

July 30th Personal Preparedness 

Cindy Stanely, the Emergency Management Coordinator 

for CRESA, brings years of experience into the 

interactive class of Personal Preparedness. She presents 

the questions: Who Depends on you to be prepared? 

What disaster are you likely to encounter? Do you have 

a plan? Through the exploration of personal and local 

resources discover you strengths and learn ways to 

better support yourself, family and home. For class 

registration call or email Debbie Everts at: 360-735-

3681 or email: debbie@hsc-wa.org 

CHECK IT OUT! 

http://hsc-wa.org/, The Human Service Council website. 

Under Volunteer Connections and Disaster 

Preparedness You will find: the next month’s VMC 

trainings, newsletter, notification of standby, and or 

activation, vendors who supply us with emergency kits, 

the CRESA blog, as well as local and national emergency 

resources. 

http://hsc-wa.org/VolunteerConnections/Disaster/
http://hsc-wa.org/VolunteerConnections/Disaster/
http://cresa911.blogspot.com/
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Over 150 participants from various backgrounds 

attended this engaging presentation.  

PERSONAL PREPAREDNESS 
Cindy Stanley, Emergency Management 

Coordinator with CRESA, provided a presentation 

on Personal Preparedness on January 21, and 

March 30th.   

Cindy emphasized how important it is for us as 

emergency responders to have a plan for our 

families and to be personally prepared for a 

disaster in the event of deployment.  When we 

have peace of mind about the conditions of family 

and home we will be more effective in our role as 

VMC staff.  Attendees arrived with their completed 

Household Emergency Plans. 

WORKING WITH SPONTANEOUS 

VOLUNTEERS  
(Volunteer Management) December 08 & April 09

 

Bob Binford Nautilus/Guardsmark Site Security 

Supervisor helped VMC staff understand the 

passion of Spontaneous Volunteers and how there 

may be times when their energy needs to be 

redirected. Techniques for defusing rowdy 

behavior was demonstrated and practiced. 

TABLE TOP DRILL 
On April 30, 2009, 20 volunteers took part in a 

Table Top drill.  Jordis Jensen, Paul Whiting and 

Debbie Everts led 

the group through 

the exercise.  The 

emergency scenario 

was – a tornado 

struck a part of 

Vancouver. A call to 

Debbie for activation from Clark County Emergency 

Operations Center began the drill. The VMC phone 

tree was activated.  Members were deployed to an 

assigned VMC location. After the stations and 

positions were staffed, the VMC was ready to 

register a spontaneous volunteer. Notes were kept 

for a later debriefing. Two changes were made 

during the exercise. Stations 2 and 3 were 

combined to better organize and streamline 

paperwork. To eliminate confusion, we now refer 

to VMC volunteers as Staff and let the term 

volunteer refer to spontaneous volunteers. A 

follow up committee met to organize changes. The 

changes will be implemented at the next Station 

Training scheduled for July14, 2009.  

WE ENCOURAGE ALL VMC VOLUNTEERS         TO 

ATTEND THIS TRAINING. 
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
Volunteer Appreciation was held May 29th and 

sponsored by Clark County Citizen Corps. Over 120 

volunteers from emergency response groups 

attended. Among the attendees were the 

Volunteer Mobilization Center members, Medical 

Reserve Corps, CERT members, Volunteers in Police 

Service, American Red Cross, and ARES/RACES 

(ham radio operators). The program was great and 

the food was delicious. If you weren’t there this 

year, mark your calendars for next year. 

This summer we will be practicing with new VMC 

forms and the new flow for registering 

spontaneous volunteers. It is very important that 

we all know VMC operations in a time of crisis. 

Please check what trainings you need and signup 

before the storms begin. Most courses are offered 

over the summer months. 

NEW VMC MEMBERS 

 

 

  

April 2008 

 
Lucille Deslandes 

 

February 09 

 
Dave Hagevig, Dennis Durnell, Hope Quinn, 

David Huffman, Nancy Jacobson, Joanne 

Huffman 

October 9 

 
Paul Whiting, Jordis Jensen, Jim Menzia, 

Mary Lou Pickett, Nancy Menzia 
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PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
We have partnered with the Clark County Health 

Services and SW Washington Agency on Aging and 

Disabilities to develop a Personal Preparedness 

education program. This program helps at risk 

populations develop an emergency plan, prepare 

an emergency kit and develop new resources.  

If you have an interest in teaching emergency 

preparedness to others please contact Debbie 

Everts 360-735-3681 or debbie@hsc-wa.org  

GOOD READING 
The Unthinkable 

 

Who Survives When Disaster StrikesτAnd Why 

By Amanda Ripley 

Getting to Know Your Disaster Personality 

Half of Americans have been affected by a disaster 

of some kind. In big disasters, regular people are 

the first and most important rescuers on the scene. 

But very few of us know what to expect until it is 

too late.  

By combining the stories of survivors with research 

into how the brain works under extreme duress, 

THE UNTHINKABLE tries to bring light into 

civilization’s darkest moments. Why do we freeze 

in the middle of a fire? How can we override this 

instinct? Why do our senses of sight and hearing 

change during a terrorist attack? Why are most 

heroes men?  

In this inspiring mix of narrative, science and 

participatory journalism, award-winning TIME 

Magazine contributor Amanda Ripley reveals how 

human fear circuits and crowd dynamics work, why 

our instincts sometimes misfire in modern 

calamities, and how we can do much, much better.  

THE UNTHINKABLE is being published in 15 

countries including the United States, the UK, 

Brazil, and China. It was selected by Hudson 

Booksellers as one of the Top 10 Nonfiction Books 

of 2008. (Google Review) 

A Preparedness Quick Tip 
¶ Consider scanning your important documents 

and download them onto a travel drive. Keep 

the travel drive tucked in your emergency kit.  

¶ Have a current list of all medications and 

dosages in your emergency kit. 

¶ Get to know your neighbors. 

Thank You, For Your Commitment to 

Our Community 
Debbie Everts 

Emergency Preparedness 

360-735-3681 

debbie@hsc-wa.org 

 


